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The Mythology of Perland
by Margaret Hannay
C. S . L ew is' n o v e l  P er e la n d ra  i s  a myth f o r  our  
t im e .  I t  i s  a rew o rk in g  o f  C h r is t ia n ,  A r th u r ia n , and 
G reek m yths i n t o  a cosm ic w h o le . L ew is h a s d e v e lo p ed  
a f a n c i f u l  b u t i n t e r n a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  w orld  v iew  t h a t  
em braces sp a ce  s h ip s  and t a l k i n g  b e a s t s ,  f a l l e n  Man 
and men from  M ars.
P er e la n d ra  oDens w ith  R ansom 's jo u r n e y  and r e tu r n  
a s  t o l d  by h i s  f r ie n d  L e w is . Thus we s e e  th rou gh  th e  
e y e s  o f  th e  u n i n i t i a t e  th e  app earan ce  o f  th e  O yarsa , 
w hose p r e se n c e  seemed t o  a b o l i s h  th e  e a r t h ly  h o r i z o n t a l .  
M alacandra h im s e l f  seemed t o  sta n d  s t r a ig h t  by some 
d i f f e r e n t  system  o f  r e f e r e n c e ;  he made th e  room apoear  
a s l a n t .  'A lien L ew is f i r s t  p e r c e iv e d  t h i s  b e in g  he  
i n s t a n t l y  knew i t  was 'g o o d , '  b u t began t o  d ou bt w heth­
e r  he l ik e d  g o o d n ess  a s  much a s  he had su p p o se d . The 
d i v i s i o n  betw een  n a tu r a l  and su p e r n a tu r a l had broken  
down, and o n ly  a t  i t s  d isa p p e a r a n c e  d id  L ew is r e a l i z e  
w hat a com fort i t  had b e e n . T h is  a b o l i s h in g  o f  e a r t h ly  
sy s tem s o f  r e f e r e n c e  h a s  a tw o - fo ld  f u n c t io n  in  th e  
n o v e l .  I t  im m e d ia te ly  e s t a b l i s h e s  a s e n s e  o f  " o th e r ­
n e ss"  in  th e  e l d i l a ,  and i t  s e r v e s  t o  d em o n stra te  t h a t  
t h e  e a r th ,  T h u lca n d ra , i s  o u t o f  harmony w ith  th e  r e s t  
o f  th e  u n iv e r s e .  I t  i s  th e  e a r t h ,  n o t th e  O yarsa , who 
i s  a s l a n t .
R ansom 's a r r i v a l  in  P er e la n d ra  i s  s e t  down a s  r e ­
l a t e d  t o  L ew is a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n ,  He sa id  t h a t  th e  
s m e l ls  o f  th e  f l o a t i n g  i s la n d  w here he found h im s e lf  
c r e a te d  a new ty p e  o f  hu nger and t h i r s t ," a  lo n g in g  t h a t  
seemed t o  f lo w  o v e r  from  th e  body in t o  th e  s o u l  and 
w h ich  w as heaven  t o  f e e l . "  (PERE, 41) T h is  exam ple o f  
se h n su ch t i s  th e  them e o f  th e  e n t i r e  n o v e l .  I t  i s  th e  
se n s e  o f  in c o n s o la b le  l o s s  e x p e r ie n c e d  on e a r th  and th e  
n e c e s s i t y  t o  p r e v e n t t h a t  l o s s  on P e r e la n d r a . T h is  
d e s i r e  was h e ig h te n e d  a f t e r  he awoke on t h e  F orb id d en  
Land and cau gh t th e  n ig h t - b r e a t h  on th e  f l o a t i n g  i s ­
la n d s  d r i f t i n g  tow ard him:
The cord  o f  lo n g in g  w hich  drew him t o  
th e  i n v i s i b l e  i s l e  seem ed t o  h im . . .  t o  
have b een  f a s t e n e d  lo n g ,  lo n g  b e fo r e  
h i s  com ing t o  P e r e la n d r a , lo n g  b e fo r e  
th e  e a r l i e s t  t im e s  t h a t  memory c o u ld  r e ­
co v er  in  h i s  c h ild h o o d , b e fo r e  h i s  b i r t h ,
, b e fo r e  th e  b i r t h  o f  man h im s e l f ,  b e fo r e  
th e  o r ig i n  o f  t im e . (PERE, 103)
C. S . L ew is r e la t e d  t h a t  he began th e  c o m p o sit io n  
o f  th e  n o v e l by " see in g  p ic tu r e s "  o f  th e  f l o a t i n g  i s ­
la n d .  The s t o r y  came l a t e r ,  f o r  so m eth in g  had t o  hap­
pen on t h a t  i s l a n d  i f  he w ere t o  w r ite  a n o v e l .  L ew is  
s a id  t h a t  th e  s t o r y  co u ld  h ave been  q u ite  d i f f e r e n t
th a n  " p a ra d ise  r e ta in e d "  e x c e p t  t h a t  he was in t e r e s t e d ,  
in  t h a t  myth on o th e r  g ro u n d s. (DOW, 37) B eca u se  th e  
them e or  so u l o f  P er e la n d ra  i s  P a r a d ise  and th e  a c t io n 1 
o n ly  a means t o  c a p tu r e  t h a t  s o u l ,  L ew is em ployed an  
abundance o f  m y th ic  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  g iv e  th e  " fe e l"  he  
in te n d e d .
The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  o c c u r s  when Ransom aw akes a f t e r  
h i s  f i r s t  n ig h t  on P e r e la n d r a . There was a t r e e  o f  h e r ­
a l d i c  c o lo r ,  w ith  s i l v e r  l e a v e s  and g o ld en  f r u i t ,  and 
around i t s  b a se  was c u r le d  a d ra g o n . "He r e c o g n iz e d  
th e  garden  o f  th e  H e s p e r id e s  a t  o n c e ."  (PERE, 45) Note 
t h a t  n o th in g  happens in  t h i s  m y th ic  r e f e r e n c e .  The 
garden  was in  i t s e l f  a myth w ith o u t  H er a k le s  t o  s t e a l  
a p o le s .  Ransom wondered "Were a l l  th e  t h in g s  w h ich  ap­
p eared  a s  m y th o lo g y  on e a r th  s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h  o th e r  
w o r ld s  a s  r e a l i t i e s ? "  (PERE, 4 5 ) And th e  t h e s i s  o f  th e  
t r i l o g y  seem s t o  be t h a t  in d eed  th e y  a r e .  Ransom him ­
s e l f  had th e  f e e l i n g  he w as n o t " f o l lo w in g  an a d v en tu re  
b u t . . . e n a c t in g  a m yth ."  (PERE,47)
L ew is d e v e lo p e d  o r ig i n a l  myth in  th e  F o rb id d en  
Land. P r e p a r a t io n  f o r  i t  b e g in s  when Ransom f i n d s  b e r ­
r i e s  w ith  a s a t i s f y i n g  t a s t e .  But o c c a s io n a l l y  one o f  
th e  b e r r i e s  had a red  c e n te r  and was d e l i c i o u s  t o  th e  
p o in t  o f  e c s t a s y .  He r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  on e a r th  th e  r e d -  
c e n te r e d  b e r r i e s  w ould be s p e c i a l l y  produced; th e y  
w ould become t e r r i b l y  e x p e n s iv e ;  men w ould s t e a l  and 
k i l l  t o  g e t  them . P erhap s t h i s  d e s i r e  t o  u n r o l l  l i f e ,  
t o  r e p e a t  a p le a s u r e ,  w as th e  r o o t  o f  a l l  e v i l .  Of 
c o u r se  money i s  th e  r o o t  o f  a l l  e v i l ,  bu t p erh ap s i t  i s  
c h i e f l y  v a lu e d  a s  a power t o  r e pe a t  p le a s u r e ,  a s  a d e f ­
en ce  a g a in s t  c h a n c e . (PERE,4 3) T h is  was th e  te m p ta tio n  
o f  th e  F ix e d  Land— t o  own t h in g s  and know w here t o  f in d  
them , t o  know w here one v?ould be th e  n e x t  m orn ing , t o  
c o n t r o l  o n e ' s  own d e s t in y  r a th e r  th a n  t r u s t i n g  M a le ld i l .
The E d en ic  Myth
There a r e  t h r e e  c e n t r a l  m yths in  P e r e la n d r a , a l l  
s c r ip t u r a l .  The f i r s t  i s  th e  E d e n ic  m yth, com plete , 
w ith  a m a s te r fu l  te m p ta t io n  sc e n e  t h a t  s u r p a s s e s  M il-  
to n  in  u n d e r s ta n d in g ;  th e  f la w s  w hich  L ew is l i s t s  in  
h i s  P r e fa c e  t o  P a r a d ise  L o st a r e  th e  v e r y  t h in g s  w hich  
he h a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a v o id e d . L ew is' S atan  i s  n ev er  
M a g n if ic e n t  ( a s  M il t o n 's  S a ta n  i s  in  th e  f i r s t  tw»o 
b o o k s ) .  A f te r  Ransom i s  k ep t awake f o r  h o u rs by th e  
Unman s a y in g  "Ransom .. .N o th in g "  he p e r c e iv e s  t h e  f a l ­
s i t y  o f  th e  o ld  maxim t h a t  S a ta n  i s  a g e n tlem a n . The 
Unman d e m o n s tr a te s  none o f  th e  su ave  M e p h is to p h e le s  
o r  th e  sombre S a ta n  from  P a r a d is e  L o s t ,  b u t o n ly  im­
b e c i l i t y  w henever away from  th e  G reen Lady. H is  i n ­
t e l l i g e n c e  seemed o v erp o w er in g  in  d e b a te ,  b u t i t  was
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t o  him m e r e ly  a t o o l  t o  be c a s t  a s i d e  l i k e  h i s  p r e ­
te n d e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  E v e . He d e l ig h t e d  
i n  p e t t y  i n j u r i e s  and s i l l y  p h y s i c a l  o b s e n i t i e s .  Ran­
som ’ s  f i r s t  r e a l  g l im p se  o f  t h e  Unman r ip p in g  up f r o g s  
w ith  h i s  f i n g e r n a i l s  w as a r e v e l a t i o n  o f  an  e v i l  a s  f a r  
beyond v i c e  a s  t h e  l a d y ' s  in n o c e n c e  w as beyond  v i r t u e .  
The s i g h t  o f  t h a t  p u re e v i l  c a u se d  him  t o  f a i n t .  On 
r e c o v e r y  he a g r e e d  w ith  t h e  o ld  p h i lo s o p h e r s  and p o e t s  
t h a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  th e  d e v i l s  c o u ld  be one o f  th e  w o r s t  
to r m e n ts  i n  H e l l .  One F a ce  b e h e ld  g i v e s  u n sp e a k a b le  
jo y ;  one f a c e  g i v e s  m is e r y  fro m -w h ich  t h e r e  i s  no r e ­
c o v e r y .  (PERE, 1 2 5 ) A n o th er  m yth had becom e f a c t .
Dr K ilb v  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  
n o v e l  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we a r e  n o t  su p p o sed  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  th e  F a l l  w as a q u ic k  and u n re a so n ed  a f f a i r  b u t  
r a t h e r  " th e  r e s u l t  o f  a n i c e  b a la n c in g  o f  d i a l e c t i c  in  
w h ich  th e  eg o  and w i l l  o f  man c o n c lu d e d  t o  r e j e c t  th e  
n o t io n  o f  t h e i r  d ep en d en ce  upon G o d ." l Eve le a r n e d  t h a t  
t h e  F ix e d  Land w as f o r b id d e n  o n ly  b e c a u se  i t  w as F ix e d .  
To be s u r e ,  t o  command w h ere sh e  w ou ld  b e ,  t o  r e j e c t  
t n e  w a v e , t o  rem ove h e r  hand from  M a l e l d i l ' s — t h i s  was 
t h e  t e m p t a t io n .  (PERE,255)
C h a r le s  Moorman c o n te n d s  t h a t  t h e  t e m p ta t io n  t u r n s  
on t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  f o r t u n a t e  f a l l . 2 T h is  i s  a 
v a l id  p o i n t .  A f t e r  th e  Unman had expounded  t h a t  d o c ­
t r i n e  t o  t h e  L ady, Ransom had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  th e  
w h o le  u n iv e r s e  w a ite d  f o r  h i s  a n sw e r . T here w as so  
much t r u t h  in  t h e  c h a r g e , and j u s t  enough f a l s e h o o d  t o  
be t r e a c h e r o u s .  H is  r e p ly  i s  t h e  c lim a x  o f  t h e  a r g u ­
m e n t a t iv e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e :
Of c o u r s e  good came o f  i t .  I s  M a le ld i l  
a b e a s t  t h a t  We can  s t o p  h i s  p a th , o r  a  
l e a f  t h a t  we can  t w i s t  h i s  sh ape?  W hat­
e v e r  you  d o , He w i l l  make good o f  i t .
But n o t  t h e  good He had p rep a red  f o r  you  
i f  you  had obeyed  H im .. .  (PERE, 121)
The R edeem er Myth
At t h i s  p o in t  John B r in in i  c h a r g e s  t h a t  L ew is u sed  
Ransom a s  d e u s  e x  m a ch in a , r e s c u in g  an Eve who i s  to o  
weak t o  s ta n d  a l o n e .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  l e a d s  t o  an­
o t h e r  w e a k n ess  in  t h e  p l o t —Ransom i s  h a i l e d  by Adam and 
E ve a s  th e  S a v io r  o f  P e r e la n d r a .3 Mr B r i n i n i ,  h o w ev e r ,  
h a s  m is se d  t h e  p o in t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  n o v e l  in  d i s m is s in g  
t h e  s a v io r  im age a s  a w e a k n ess  o f  p l o t .  F o r  th e  p h y s­
i c a l  com bat w as b u t t h e  seco n d  s t a g e  o f  t h e  s t r u g g le  and 
b r o u g h t i n t o  f o c u s  t h e  seco n d  m ajor  them e o f  t h e  n o v e l ,  
t h e  R edeem er m yth . I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
P e r e la n d r a  i s  n o t  Eden r e v i s i t e d .  Ransom fo u n d  t h a t  h i s  
own p a r a l l e l  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n s  b rok e down b e c a u se  B e th ­
leh em  came b e tw e en  th em . The u n iv e r s e  had tu r n e d  a c o r ­
n e r ,  and now God w ork s th r o u g h  m an. (PERE, 1 1 4 ) Ran­
som d id  f e e l  h o r r o r  a t  t h e  c r u d e n e s s  o f  p h y s i c a l  com bat. 
" I t  w ou ld  d e g r a d e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  w a r fa r e  t o  t h e  con ­
d i t i o n  o f  m ere m y th o lo g y ."  (PERE, 1 4 3 ) And t h i s  y e i l d s  
a n o th e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  s ta te m e n t  on t h e  n a tu r e  o f  m yth: 
Ransom (w as) becom in g  aw are t h a t  t h e  
t r i p l e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  t r u t h  from  m yth  
and o f  b o th  from  f a c t  w a s p u r e ly  t e r ­
r e s t r i a l — w as p a r t  and p a r c e l  o f  t h a t  
unhappy d i v i s i o n  betw’e en  so u ld  and body  
w h ic h  r e s u l t e d  from  t h e  F a l l .  (PERE, 1 4 3 )  
S a cra m en ts  w ere  a  rem in d er  on e a r th  t h a t  t h e  I n c a r ­
n a t io n  w as t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  i t s  d is a p p e a r a n c e ,  and on 
P E re la n d ra  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  w as c o m p le t e ly  w it h o u t  mean­
i n g .  A n y th in g  t h a t  happened t h e r e  w ou ld  seem  l i k e  myth 
on e a r t h .
As Ransom b egan  t o  ta k e  on t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  red eem er  
h e  b egan  t o  s e e  j u s t  how much t h e  I n c a r n a t io n  had a l ­
t e r e d  th e  u n iv e r s e ;  M a le ld i l  n e v e r  r e p e a te d  H im s e l f .
Once God had becom e man and made men p a r t  o f  H is  body  
He w orked th r o u g h  m en. (PERE, 1 4 3 ) The v o i c e  t o l d  him  
" I t  i s  n o t  f o r  n o th in g  t h a t  you  a r e  named R ansom ."
(PERE, 1 4 5 ) T h is  seem ed th e  m ore s t r i k i n g  t o  Ransom a s  
a p h i l o l o g i s t ,  f o r  he knew t h a t  h i s  name w as d e r iv e d  
from  " R a n d o lp h 's  so n ."  He b eg a n  t o  p e r c e iv e  t h a t  t h e  
a c c i d e n t a l  and t h e  d e s ig n e d  a r e  a n o th e r  d i s t i n c t i o n  
m e a n in g le s s  o u t s id e  o f  e a r t h ,  o n ce  one s e e s  t h e  l a r g e  
p a t t e r n .  The o ld  c o n t r o v e r s y  a b o u t f r e e  w i l l  and p r e ­
d e s t i n a t i o n  becam e m e a n in g le s s ,  e v e n  s i l l y .  (PERE,
1 4 5 ) (L a te r  we le a r n e d  t h a t  Dr R an som 's f i r s t  name i s  
a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t — E lw in , f r ie n d  o f  th e  e l d i l a ) .  Then 
t h e  V o ic e  s a id  "My name i s  a l s o  Ransom ," and Ransom  
knew t h a t  i f  h e  f a i l e d  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  F a l l  a n o th e r  way  
w ould  be p r o v id e d , a way m ore c o s t l y  and m ore w o n d e r fu l  
th a n  e v en  t h e  I n c a r n a t io n  on T e l l u s .
The C h r is t  im age o f  Dr Ransom i s  more p o t e n t  th a n  
L ew is r e a l i z e d  when h e  w r o te  t h e  v o lu m e . L e w is  h i m s e l f  
s t a t e d  t h a t  Ransom w as l i k e  C h r is t  o n ly  i n  t h e  s e n s e  
t h a t  a l l  men a r e  c a l l e d  upon t o  e n a c t  C h r is t ;  f i c t i o n  
j u s t  c h o o s e s  s p e c t a c u la r  e x a m p le s .  But t h e  p a r a l l e l s  t o
s c r ip t u r e  a r e  t o o  num erous t o  w a r ra n t t h a t  c o n c lu s io n .  
Ransom i s  wounded i n  t h e  h e e l ;  h e  sm ash es t h e  Unm an's 
h ea d  w it h  a r o c k  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  G e n e s is  p r o p h e sy  t h a t  
"He ( C h r is t )  s h a l l  b r u i s e  y o u r  h e a d , and you  (S a ta n )  s h a l l  
b r u i s e  h i s  h e e l . " 4 R a n som 's d e s c e n t  in t o  t h e  e a r th  and  
t h e  r e g io n  o f  f i r e  p a r a l l e l s  C h r i s t ' s  d e s c e n t  i n t o  H e l l .  
Ransom w as a p p a r e n t ly  i n  t h e  e a r t h  a b o u t t h r e e  d a y s ,  
and em erged i n t o  a s c e n e  o f  b r e a t h t a k in g  s p r in g  b d a u ty  
t h a t  r e c a l l s  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n .  He " a scen d ed "  a t  th e  
end o f  t h e  n o v e l ,  c a r r ie d  in  t h e  w h it e  c o f f i n  back  t o  
e a r t h .  In  t h e  n e x t  vo lum e he r u l e s  in  L o g r e s ,  a s  
C h r is t  r u l in g  o v e r  th e  f a i t h f u l .  In  T hat H id eo u s  
S tr e n g th  t h e  C h r is t  im age i s  c o n t in u e d ,  w ith  Ransom  
e a t in g  o n ly  b read  o r  w in e  ( t h e  e le m e n ts  o f  t h e  S a c r a ­
m ent) and l a t e r  t r u l y  a s c e n d in g  i n t o  H eaven , o r  L ur.
The A p o c a ly p t ic  Myth
The t h i r d  c e n t r a l  m yth i s  t h e  a p o c a l y p t i c .  In  th e  
in t r o d u c t io n  we le a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  B la c k  A rchdn w as p la n ­
n in g  an a t t a c k  on P e r e la n d r a .  The a t t a c k  came i n  th e  
p e r so n  o f  W esto n , and Ransom i s  c a l l e d  upon t o  e n a c t  
t h e  p a r t  o f  th e  R edeem er f o r  t h e  p l a n e t .  In  t h e  te m p t­
a t i o n  t h e  G reen Lady i s  t h e  u n f a l l e n  E v e . But a f t e r  
t h e  tr iu m p h  sh e  and th e  K in g  a r e  h a i l e d  i n  a l l  t h e i r  
c e r e m o n ia l  n am es: " O y a r sa -P e r e la n d r a , t h e  Adam, t h e  
Crown, Tor and T i n i d r i e l ,  Baru and B a r u 'a h , Ask and Em- 
b l a ,  Y a tsu r  and Y a ts u r a h ."  (PERE, 206) F or th e  f i r s t  
t im e  Ransom saw t h e  a c t u a l i t y  o f  Man a s  a n im a l r a t -  
i o n a l e — " T h is  l i v i n g  P a r a d is e ,  t h e  Lord and Lady a s  th e  
r e s o l u t i o n  o f  d i s c o r d s ,  t h e  b r id g e  t h a t  sp a n s  w hat 
w ou ld  e l s e  be a chasm i n  c r e a t io n ,  th e  k e y s to n e  o f  th e  
w h o le  a r c h ."  (PERE, 206) T hey u n i t e d  t h e  b e a s t s  w ith  
t h e  e l d i l a ,  t h e  c o r p o r a l  w ith  th e  s p i r i t u a l ,  T h is  was 
t h e  m orn ing  d a y , t h e  b e g in n in g — o r  n o t  e v en  t h e  b e g in ­
n in g .  I t  w as th e  " w ip in g  o u t  o f  a f a l s e  s t a r t  in  o r d e r  
t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  may th e n  b e g in ."  (PERE, 212) What we 
c a l l  t h e  a p o c a ly p s e  t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  b e g in n in g ,  when th e  
s i e g e  i s  r a i s e d  and t h e  h e a v e n ly  pow ers f a l l  upon th e  
moon w h ich  i s  t h e  s h ie l d  o f  t h e  Dark Lord o f  T h u lc a n d r a .  
The moon w i l l  be  b ro k en ; i t s  fr a g m e n ts  w i l l  f a l l  in to ,  
t h e  w o r ld  and c a u se  a g r e a t  smoke t o  a r i s e  and b l o t  o u t  
t h e  su n . E v i l  w i l l  show i t s e l f  s t r ip p e d  o f  d i s g u i s e —  
p la g u e s  and h o r r o r s  w i l l  c o v e r  t h e  e a r th  f o r  a t im e .
B ut a l l  w i l l  b e  c le a n s e d  when M a le l d i l  H im s e lf  d e s c e n d s  
u n v e i l e d .  T hat w i l l  be  th e  M orn in g , th e  G rea t D a n ce .
And y e t  e v en  now i s  t h e  G rea t D ance in  w h ich  Rahsom saw 
r e v e a le d  t h e  harm ony o f  th e  c o sm o s . T h is  i s  m yth t h a t  
c a n n o t be f o r g o t t e n ,  t h e  g r e a t  hymn o f  p r a i s e  t o  M al­
e l d i l :
T here i s  no way o u t  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  sa v e  
i n t o  th e  B e n t  W i l l  w h ich  c a s t s  i t s e l f  
i n t o  t h e  N ow here. B le s s e d  be H e . . .T h e r e  
seem s no p la n  b e c a u se  i t  i s  a l l  p la n :
T here seem s no c e n t e r  b e c a u se  i t  i s  a l l  
c e n t e r .  B le s s e d  b e  He! (PERE,216)
C l a s s i c a l  and B i b l i c a l  A l l u s i o n s  
P e r e la n d r a  i s  f u l l  o f  t a n t a l i z i n g  h i n t s  and q u er ­
i e s  t h a t  a r e  n e v e r  f u r t h e r  d e v e lo p e d .  F or i n s t a n c e ,  
on h i s  r id e  on th e  f i s h  Ransom saw mermen and m erm aids 
t h a t  w ere  o f  human fo rm , b u t n o t  human. T hey w ere  i r ­
r e l e v a n t  t o  hu m ans. But d id  t h e  K in g  and Queen p h y s­
i c a l l y  ha v e  a m a r in e  a n c e s t r y ?  Was t h e r e  r e a l l y  a t im e  
when " s a t y r s  dan ced  i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  w oods?" (PEPE, 102  
and 1 6 1 )  Under t h e  e a r th  Ransom fou n d  a v a s t  c a t h e d r a l  
sp a c e  w ith  tw o g r e a t  t h r o n e s — c o m p le t e ly  u n e x p la in e d .
He was p a s se d  by g r e a t  e a r th  b e e t l e s  p u l l i n g  a  f l a t  car- 
on w h ich  s to o d  a m a n tled  form  o f  " I n s u f f e r a b le  m a j e s t y ."
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He w ish e d  h e  c o u ld  ren ew  t h e  pagan  p r a c t i c e  o f  p r o ­
p i t i a t i n g  l o c a l  g o d s ,  n o t  i n  i n s u l t  t o  M a l e l d i l ,  b u t  
m e r e ly  a s  an  a p o lo g y  f o r  t r e s p a s s .  (PERE, 1 7 6 ) A f t e r  
h e  came o u t  o f  th e  c a v e  Ransom w en t th r o u g h  a f o r e s t  
f o r  d w a r fs  and saw  m o u n ta in  m ice  th e  s i z e  o f  b e e s ,  
h o r s e s  t h e  s i z e  o f  m ic e ,  and s i n g i n g  b e a s t s .  (PERE,
1 8 9 )
The m y th ic  e le m e n t  i s  h e ig h te n e d  in  t h e  f i n a l  
tr iu m p h  o f  t h e  n o v e l .  The r e j o i c i n g  o f  R e v e l a t i o n  i s  
a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  c r y  "T oday i s  t h e  m orn ing  d a y ."  (PERE, 
1 9 6 ) The O yarsa  r e v e a l  t h e m s e lv e s  i n  t o r n a d o e s  o f  
l i g h t ,  i n  t h e  w h e e ls  o f  E z e k i e l ,  and f i n a l l y  a s  huge  
w h it e  h u m a n -lik e  fo r m s , w it h  c o l o r s  p u l s in g  th r o u g h  and 
around  th em . The O yarsa  o f  M ars w as a  " c o ld  and morn­
in g  c o l o r ,  a l i t t l e  m e t a l l i c — p u r e , h a r d , br a c i n g , " 
w h il e  t h e  O yarsa o f  V enu s "Glowed w it h  a warm s p le n d o r ,  
f u l l  o f  th e  s u g g e s t io n  o f  te e m in g  v e g e t a b le  l i f e , "  (PERE 
1 9 6 ) T h e ir  f a c e s  w ere  p r i m it i v e  l i k e  " A rc h a ic  s t a t u e s  
from  A e g in a ."  T hey r e v e a le d  t h e  t r u e  m ean in g  o f  g e n d e r  
o f  w h ich  s e x  i s  o n ly  an  a d a p t a t io n .  The one w as m as­
c u l i n e ,  n o t  m a le ; t h e  o t h e r  f e m in in e ,  n o t  f e m a le .  T hey  
w ere  M ars and V e n u s , A res  and A p h r o d ite .  Ransom a sk ed  
how t h e y  w ere  made known t o  t h e  p o e t s  o f  T e l l u s :
( t h i s  k n o w led g e  com es) a lo n g  way round  
and th r o u g h  many s t a g e s .  T here i s  an e n ­
v ir o n m e n t o f  m in d s a s  w e l l  a s  o f  s p a c e .
The u n iv e r s e  i s  o n e — a s p id e r ’ s  web w h e r e in  
e a ch  m ind l i v e s  a lo n g  e v e r y  l i n e ,  a v a s t  
w h is p e r in g  g a l l e r y  w h ere ( s a v e  f o r  t h e  d i ­
r e c t  a c t i o n  o f  M a le l d i l )  th o u g h  no new s i s  
ex ch a n g ed  y e t  no s e c r e t  can  be r i g o r o u s l y  
k e p t .  In  t h e  m ind o f  t h e  f a l l e n  A rchon un der  
whom o u r  p la n e t  g r o a n s ,  t h e  memory o f  D eep  
H eaven  and t h e  g o d s  w it h  whom he o n c e  c o n ­
s o r t e d  i s  s t i l l  a l i v e .  H ay, i n  t h e  v e r y  
m a tte r  o f  o u r  w o r ld , t h e  t r a c e s  o f  t h e  c e l ­
e s t i a l  com m onwealth a r e  n o t  q u i t e  l o s t .  Mem­
o r y  p a s s e s  th r o u g h  t h e  womb and h o v e r s  in  
t h e  a i r .  The Muse i s  a r e a l  t h i n g .  A f a i n t  
b r e a t h ,  a s  V i r g i l  s a y s ,  r e a c h e s  e v e n  t h e  l a t e  
g e n e r a t io n .  Our m y th o lo g y  i s  b a sed  on a  
s o l i d e r  r e a l i t y  th a n  we dream : b u t i t  i s  a l s o  
a t  an  a lm o s t  i n f i n i t e  d i s t a n c e  from  t h a t  b a s e .
And when t h e y  t o l d  him  t h i s ,  Ransom a t  l a s t  
u n d e r s to o d  why m y th o lo g y  w as w hat i t  w a s—  
g lea m s o f  c e l e s t i a l  s t r e n g t h  and b e a u t y  f a l l i n g  
o n  a j u n g le  o f  f i l t h  and i m b e c i l i t y ,  (PERE, 
201 - 202 )
T h is  q u o t a t io n  i s  on e  o f  th e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a t e ­
m en ts t h a t  L ew is made on m y th o lo g y . The l a s t  p h r a se  i s  
o f t e n  (and v a l i d l y )  q u o ted  a s  a s y n o p s is  o f  h i s  t h e o r y  
o f  m y th o lo g y :  i t  i s  "G leam s o f  c e l e s t i a l  s t r e n g t h  and
b e a u ty  f a l l i n g  on  a j u n g le  o f  f i l t h  and i m b e c i l i t y . "
Thus t h e  n o v e l  en d s  w ith  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  c l a s s ­
i c a l  im a g e s .  L ew is made r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
Ransom  w i l l  n o t  f in d  i t  e a s y  t o  d i e  a f t e r  l i v i n g  i n  P e r e -  
la n d r a ;  f o r  w as i t  n o t  t r u e  t h a t  e a r l i e r  g e n e r a t io n s  on  
e a r t h ,  c l o s e r  t o  P a r a d is e ,  had l i v e d  f o r  c e n t u r ie s ?
Ransom r e p l i e d  t h a t  "Most ta k e  i t  o n ly  f o r  a  S t o r y  o r  a 
P o e tr y " — b u t i t  w as r e v e a le d  a s  v e r y  T r u th . T here i s  a 
m e n tio n  o f  L u r , t h e  p la c e  w h ere M a le l d i l  ta u g h t  T or o f  
good  and e v i l ,  and th e  v e r y  m e n tio n  o f  t h a t  name seem ed  
"Not an o b s e r v a t io n  b u t an e n a c tm e n t ."  (PERE, 2 1 0 ) T h is  
m e n tio n  o f  Lur I s  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  v o lu m e , T hat 
H id e o u s  S t r e n g t h , w h ich  a d d s t h e  A r th u r ia n  m yth t o  Lew­
i s '  own c o sm ic  m y th . Out o f  t h e  S i l e n t  P la n e t  w as th e  
f i r s t  s t a t i n g  o f  t h e  c o sm ic  m yth , bu t o n ly  i n  P e r e la n d r a  
w as i t  f u l l y  d e v e lo p e d .  In  c r e a t in g  h i s  m y th ic  fr a m e -  
work L ew is em ployed  a w e a lth  o f  B i b l i c a l  and c l a s s i c a l  
a l l u s i o n s — n o t a b ly  t h e  E d e n ic ,  t h e  R edeem er, and th e  
A p o c a ly p t i c .  I n  t h e  w o r ld  o f  P e r e la n d r a , m yth h a s  b e ­
come f a c t .
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W orld  o f  F a n z in es
by Bernie Zuber
T h is  r e v ie w  colum n i s  t o  a c q u a in t  r e a d e r s  o f  M y th lo re  
w i th  f a n z i n e s ,  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  and  f a n ­
t a s y  f a n s .  I  hav e  p la c e d  some e m p h a s is  on T o l k i e n - o r i e n t e d  
f a n t a s y  f a n z i n e s  b e c a u s e  I  f e l t  o u r  r e a d e r s '  i n t e r e s t  w ould 
o b v io u s ly  be in  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  A r e v ie w  o f  th e  T o lk ie n  
S o c i e t y  o f  A m e r ic a 's  T o lk ie n  J o u r n a l  w ould  h av e  b e e n  m ost 
a p p r o p r i a t e  b u t  I  h a v e n ' t  r e a d  a  new i s s u e .  # 1 0  i s  o u t  a s  
I  w r i t e  t h i s  b u t  I h a v e n ' t  r e c e i v e d  i t  y e t  and t h e r e ' s  a n o th e r  
r e a s o n  I  c o u l d n ' t  r e v ie w  i t .  T h is  i s s u e  o f  M y th lo re  i s  a l s o  
i s s u e  #12  o f  T o lk ie n  J o u r n a l  so  i t  w ou ld  be r a t h e r  awkward 
f o r  TJ #12  to  r e v ie w  TJ # 1 0 , w o u ld n 't  i t ?  W e ll ,  so  much f o r  
t h a t  r e v ie w .
U n ic o r n , V o l.  1 , No. 4 ,  F a l l - W in t e r  1 9 6 9 , i s  p u b l i s h e d  
b y  K aren  Rockow (1153  E . 2 6 th  S t . ,  B ro o k ly n , NY 1 1 2 1 0 ) . I t s  
26 p a g e s  a r e  b e a u t i f u l l y  p r i n t e d  f o r  o n ly  500 a copy  ( p lu s  
1 0  p o s t a g e )  o r  f o u r  i s s u e s  f o r  $ 2 .0 0 .  T h is  i s s u e ,  h o w e v e r , 
w as l i m i t e d  to  300 c o p ie s  and  th e  one I  r e a d  was num bered  
2 8 7 , so  I  d o n ' t  know i f  any  o t h e r s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  F u tu re  
i s s u e s  s h o u ld  be w o r th w h ile  th o u g h , so  y o u  sh o u ld  t r y  to  
s u b s c r i b e .
I  had  th o u g h t  t h a t  U n ic o rn  w as s t r i c t l y  a  f a n t a s y  f a n ­
z i n e ,  b u t  I  fo u n d  o u t t h a t  i t  i s  e x a c t l y  w h at th e  e d i t o r  c a l l s  
i t ,  an  in d e p e n d e n t  m is c e l l a n e o u s  j o u r n a l .  The h i g h l i g h t  o f  
t h i s  i s s u e  c o n s i s t s  o f  e x e r p t s  fro m  a  sp e e c h  g iv e n  by  I . F .  
S to n e  a t  H a rv a rd  f o r  a  V ie tn am  M o ra to r iu m . T h is  s p e a k e r  
p u b l i s h e s  a  p a p e r  in  W a s h in g to n , D .C . c a l l e d  I . F .  S to n e ' s 
W e e k ly . I t  i s  u s u a l l y  q u i t e  c r i t i c a l  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
p o l i c i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a b o u t  th e  V ie tn am  w a r . A lth o u g h  I 
fo u n d  th e s e  e x e r p t s  fro m  h i s  sp e e c h  q u i t e  i n f o r m a t i v e ,  I 
f e l t  t h a t  M r. S to n e  i s  a n o th e r  one o f  t h e s e  p e o p le  who a r e  
v e r y  good a t  c r i t i c i s m  b u t  somehow f a i l  to  e x p la in  in  d e ­
t a i l  e x a c t l y  w h a t s h o u ld  be d o n e . I t  i s n ' t  u n t i l  th e  v e ry  
en d  o f  h i s  s p e e c h  t h a t  he  m akes a  b ro a d  s t a te m e n t  a s k in g  th e  
H a rv a rd  s t u d e n t s  t o  w ork to w a rd  u n i t i n g  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  
w o r l d .
The se c o n d  m o st i n t e r e s t i n g  p i e c e  in  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  an 
a r t i c l e  a b o u t  th e  r i s e  and  f a l l  o f  th e  K n ig h ts  T e m p la r . I  
fo u n d  i t  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  r e a d  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  o f  k n ig h t s  
o r i g i n a l l y  sw orn  to  p r o t e c t  p i l g r i m s  t r a v e l i n g  th ro u g h  th e  
H o ly  L an d , g r a d u a l l y  d i s i n t e g r a t e d ,  in  a  p e r io d  o f  a b o u t  
200 y e a r s ,  to  a p o i n t  w here  th e y  w ere  so  u n p o p u la r  t h a t  
t h e i r  e x t e r m in a t io n  becam e e a s y .  I t  o c c u re d  to  me t h a t  t h i s  
h i s t o r i c a l  t a l e  o f  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w hose i d e a l s  becom e w arp ed  
th r o u g h  a p e r io d  o f  y e a r s  w ould  be a g r e a t  m odel f o r  a  s c i ­
e n c e  f i c t i o n  s t o r y  a b o u t  su c h  an i d e a l i s t i c  g ro u p  in  th e  
f u t u r e .
The i s s u e  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  an a r t i c l e  a b o u t  D o ro th y  S a y e r 's  
d e t e c t i v e  s t o r i e s ,  a  r e v ie w  o f  m odern  a r t  g a l l e r i e s ,  f o u r  
p o em s, a r e v ie w  o f r o c k  m u s ic  o p e r a ,  an I d i o t i c  Q u e s t io n s  
q u i z ,  a  l e t t e r  c o lu m n , an d  K a r e n 's  t h r e e - p a r t  e d i t o r i a l  
"T he U n ic o r n e r ."  The se c o n d  p a r t ,  s u b t i t l e d  "V o ice  from  
t h e  B a rro w ,"  r e v ie w s  th e  H a rv a rd  L am p o o n 's  B o red  o f  th e  
R i n g s . L in  C a r t e r ' s  book  on T o lk i e n ,  and  b r i e f l y  m e n tio n s  
T o lk ie n  and th e  C r i t i c s . K aren  a l s o  p ro m is e s  to  r e v ie w  
C a r a n d a i th  and  M y th lo r e .
The m o st a t t r a c t i v e  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  U n ic o rn  
i s  Tim K i r k 's  a r t .  T im , who i s  K a r e n 's  a r t  e d i t o r  by  lo n g  
d i s t a n c e ,  h a s  done f r o n t  and  b a c k  c o v e r s  f e a t u r i n g  a  v e r y  
fu n n y  u n i c o r n .  H is  i l l u s t r a t i o n  f o r  one o f  th e  poems f a r  
s u r p a s s e s  th e  poem i t s e l f .  T h e re  a r e  t h r e e  o t h e r  a r t i s t s  
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  b u t  Tim i s  s t i l l  my f a v o r i t e .
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